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DIGEST:

Lirotest alleging inadequate specification j
(failure to adequately identify work areas)
which is filed after bid opening is untimely
and not for consideration on merits.

Ridge Runner Timber Service, Inc. (Ridge Runner),
protests the award of a contract under invitation for
bids (IFB) No. R6-18-80-94, issued by the Department
of Agriculture, Forest Service, to harvest seed cones
in the Willamette National Forest, Oakridge, Oregon.
Ridge Runner contends that the solicitation fails to
adequately identify the specific work areas and that
this deficiency prevented it from formulating a respon-
sive and competitive bid.

Our Bid Protest Procedures require that protests
based on alleged specification deficiencies in a
solicitation which are apparent prior to bid opening
be filed prior to bid opening. 4 C.F.R. § 20.2(b)(1)
(1980). Bids for the instant contract were opened on
August 27, 1980, at 11 a.m., and Ridge Runner protested,
orally and then in writing, to the agency later that
day. Because the deficiency complained of is apparent
on the face of the solicitation and the protest was not
received prior to bid opening, the protest is untimely.
Gibson & Cushman Dredging Corporation, B-194902,
February 12, 1980, 80-1 CPD 122.

Accordingly, the protest is dismissed.
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